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Letter from the Chairman

DEAR FRIENDS,

“Vibrant,” “welcoming,” and “happening” are just a few of the the 

adjectives which many Library patrons and visitors now use to describe 

the Boston Public Library. Not only do the Associates agree with these 

positive perspectives, we feel very proud to have contributed to this 

dynamic atmosphere by bringing more of the Library’s hidden treasures 

to light this past year than ever before. 

The excitement of discovering previously 

unknown rarities in the BPL’s Special 

Collections—whether a document that 

could change the way the early history of 

America is interpreted, miniature paintings 

by a 15th century master, or the handwritten 

draft of a play that could be attributable to 

one of Shakespeare’s contemporaries—and 

making them accessible to the public is an 

experience unlike any other. No fictional 

detective or swashbuckling explorer can 

compare, in terms of scholarship, intellectual 

curiosity, tenacity, and focus, with the real 

sleuths who uncover, inventory, catalog, 

conserve, curate, and digitize these materials. 

Without the generous support of you, our 

members, the talented individuals now funded 

by the Associates would not be engaged in  

this important work. Your unwavering support  

has made this possible, and enabled the 

Associates to be the largest consistent source  

of private funding for the conservation of the 

BPL’s most significant holdings.

Over the past sixteen years, under the aegis 

of the David McCullough Conservation Fund 

(established and named in honor of the 

Pulitzer Prize winning historian and former BPL 

Trustee, an ardent advocate of conservation), 

we have literally saved thousands of treasures 

while upholding the Library’s essential mission 

of providing top quality, free educational 

resources to the public.

Though we have made a point of expanding 

and strengthening our efforts to help the 

Library every year, this year, thanks to the 

inspiring leadership and encouragement of 

Library President David Leonard, we have 

been able to tender more support than ever 

before. Your help, past and present, has been 

critical to the success of this endeavor. We 

hope that you will continue to join forces 

with us, as we look ahead to another very 

promising chapter in the history of the BPL.

With gratitude, 

Vivian K. Spiro
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ASSOCIATES OF THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

FRONT COVER: Hand-colored print of the “Louisiana Heron” from John James Audubon’s The Birds of America (1827-1838). 

LEFT: Watercolor of Robin Hood’s Bay by Sir David Young Cameron (ca. 1900). 



INTERNAL CONSERVATION

During the last year, Associates-funded Conservation 

Officer Lauren Schott completed 48 projects to preserve 

valuable materials from the Boston Public Library’s Special 

Collections, including medieval manuscripts, incunables, 

prints, works by Shakespeare and his contemporaries, and 

some of the oldest items in the collection. 

The BPL is home to nine Babylonian cuneiform tablets, the 

oldest items in the BPL’s collections, with dates estimated 

from 2350 BC to 562 BC. These particularly fragile items 

were stored precariously in inappropriately-sized boxes.  

To remedy this, Lauren designed and built custom housing 

for each tablet. She also created custom housing for a 

palette that John Singer Sargent was said to have used 

while creating his masterwork, The Triumph of Religion, the 

large-scale mural cycle that adorns the Sargent Gallery in 

the BPL’s McKim Building.

Many of Lauren’s projects this year allowed her to explore 

new, minimally invasive treatments of book covers. Several 

medieval manuscript and incunable codices with fragile, 

early bindings were strengthened and re-backed without 

disturbing their original leather. Lauren’s new methods also 

made it possible to preserve the original blind and gold 

tooling on these books that otherwise might have been 

damaged or entirely lost.

EXTERNAL CONSERVATION

The Associates also funded the outsourcing of specialized 

conservation work to local experts in order to enhance the 

amount of work that could be accomplished during the 

year. Twenty-four items were selected by BPL curatorial and 

preservation staff as some of the most important holdings 

in need of specialized treatment. Conservation and/or 

digitization is still in progress for some of these items,  

but they were all fully funded during Fiscal Year 2017. 

Highlights include:

• Devotional Picture Book: Known to art historians as 

“The Boston Picture Book,” the 49 full-page miniatures 

in this tiny Italian devotional book are attributed to an 

accomplished illuminator working in Bologna during 

the late 14th and early 15th centuries. Surviving Italian 

devotional picture books are extraordinarily rare, making 

this volume an important witness to both the history of 

medieval book production and to European art history  

in general. 

• Biblia Pauperum: This “Pauper’s Bible” is a blockbook 

dating roughly from the 1460s, with all images and words 

printed xylographically (i.e. from single wood blocks). 

 Complete or substantially complete blockbooks are 

extremely rare examples of the earliest traditions of 

printing and prototypography. 

• Horae beate Marie Virginis secundum vsum Romanum 

totaliter ad longum sine require: This extremely rare 

book of hours, printed in Paris in 1509, is one of three 

extant copies. It was owned by Adolphus Pamelius, 

advisor to the Holy Roman Emperor and was later passed 

to his son, the Bishop of Bruges. It is one of the finest 

historic bindings in the Library’s collection, and each 

woodcut in the text is elaborately illuminated. 

• Segunda Parte del Ingenioso Cavallero Don Quixote de 

la Mancha by Miguel de Cervantes: Don Quixote was first 

published in two parts, the first appearing in 1605, and 

the second in 1615. This, a first edition of the second part, 

required extensive and complex paper conservation.

• Freemen’s Oath by John Winthrop: This 1631, 

handwritten manuscript is the draft of the oath taken 

by all freemen in the colony of Massachusetts who were 

permitted into the franchise. It is considered one of the 

key documents leading to the evolution of American 

democracy. No other copy of the oath as officially taken 

before 1634 survives.

• The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung up in America by Anne 

Bradstreet: This book, published in 1650, was the only 

book of poetry published by poet Anne Bradstreet in her 

lifetime, and was considered controversial because of 

its supposed non-conformity, as well as the fact that it 

was written by a woman. The BPL has two of the fifteen 

recorded copies.

• A History of the Wars of New-England by Samuel 

Penhallow: This original autograph manuscript is an 

important source for the study of early conflicts between 

colonists and native populations. The BPL also holds the 

1726 first edition of this text. 

• 20th Massachusetts Regiment Flag: This Civil War–era 

34-star American flag is from roughly 1862. The 20th 

Regiment ranked first in Massachusetts and fifth in the 

Union in its total number of casualties. 

• William Lloyd Garrison’s personal copies of The 

Liberator: Garrison published this abolitionary newspaper 

continuously from 1831 until the 1865 passage of the 13th 

Amendment of the Constitution abolishing slavery. This is 

a multi-year project; the Associates previously conserved 

eight volumes of the newspaper, covering the years 

1831–1842 and 1861–1862.



LEFT: This Babylonian cuneiform tablet, from roughly 2000 BC, was found in the ruins of Erech at Warka, in present day Iraq. It was used 

as a writing exercise in the temple schools, with the teacher’s writing on one side, and the student’s copy on the reverse.  CENTER: Boris 

Artzybasheff’s woodcut engraving The Peacock and the Crane was used in the 1933 edition of Aesop’s Fables.  RIGHT: Peabody and 

Stearns drawing of the house they designed for W.E.C. Eustis in Cataumet, Massachusetts, dating to roughly 1896.

CATALOGING

In the late 1890s, the family of William Lloyd Garrison, along 

with others closely involved in the anti-slavery movement, 

presented the BPL with original correspondence and 

documents related to the abolitionist cause from 1831 

until after the American Civil War. For the last nine years, 

an anonymous donor, giving via the Boston Foundation, 

has supported the cataloging and digitization of highlights 

from the 40,000 pieces of correspondence, broadsides, 

newspapers, pamphlets, books, and realia. This year, the 

grant-funded catalogers Shane Gellerman and Suzanna 

Calev prepared metadata for letters and papers of 

abolitionist leaders William Lloyd Garrison, Amos Augustus 

Phelps, Samuel May, Jr., Angelica Emily Grimke, Sarah Moore 

Grimke, Theodore Parker, Harriet Beecher Stowe, John 

Bishop Estlin, Mary Anne Estlin, George Thompson, and 

the Weston sisters. Over the past nine years the Associates 

has underwritten the cataloging and digitization of 12,197 

anti-slavery items, all of which can be viewed on the Digital 

Commonwealth website: https://www.digitalcommonwealth.

org/collections/commonwealth:ht24xg10q. 

The Associates also funded a pilot program which will 

ultimately be used to determine how to make the BPL’s 

collection of hundreds of thousands of architectural 

drawings more accessible. Architectural Librarian 

Consultant Sylvia Welsh reviewed 1,400 rolls of plans, 

presentation sketches, and blueprints from the Peabody 

and Stearns collection, and rehoused the Boston Stock 

Exchange building drawings. Best known for its creation of 

Boston’s Custom House Tower, the firm also designed the 

original Breakers and Rough Point mansions in Newport, 

Rhode Island, the Ames Mansion in Boston’s Back Bay, 

Matthews Hall at Harvard, Wheatleigh in Stockbridge, 

Massachusetts, and hundreds of other well-known 

municipal, educational, and residential buildings. 

During Fiscal Year 2017, the Associates completed a project 

to catalog the original children’s book illustrations from 

the John D. Merriam collection. In total, Mary Salzman 

cataloged 854 prints, lithographs, pen and ink drawings, 

and watercolors by highly regarded artists such as Boris 

Artzybasheff, Vera Bock, Walter Crane, Arthur Rackham, 

M. C. Escher, Maxfield Parrish, Ernest H. Shepard, Charles 

Maurice, Edward Julius Detmold, and Peter Newell. 

DIGITIZATION

The BPL’s internally-built state repository, the Digital 

Commonwealth, continues to grow. 119,072 BPL items are 

now available online at www.digitalcommonwealth.org, 

along with materials from 166 other local institutions. Users 

from across the state and beyond can now access almost a 

half million cultural heritage items online. During the past 

year, digitized BPL materials and collections from statewide 

partners were collectively viewed a staggering 20,672,097 

times across three online platforms (Digital Commonwealth, 

Flickr, and the Internet Archive). 



The Associates funded the digitization of each of the items 

sent for offsite conservation, as well as materials from the 

Shakespeare and anti-slavery collections. The Associates 

also purchased $25,537 worth of photography equipment 

for the Library’s Digital Lab, using funds from the David 

McCullough Conservation Fund. This additional equipment 

will be used for the digitization of large scale items such as 

Audubon prints, Liberator issues, maps, architectural plans, 

and oversized prints.

Digitizing the Library’s materials dramatically increases the 

number of people who have access to them and enables 

other organizations to use the materials to create their own 

connections. The Citizen Science Alliance / Zooniverse 

team, which is based at the Adler Planetarium in Chicago 

and Oxford University in England, is currently launching a 

project to transcribe over 12,000 of the Library’s digitized 

anti-slavery letters using online crowdsourcing over the 

next couple years.

SUPPLIES

During Fiscal Year 2016, the Associates funded the 

outsourced disbinding, cleaning, and repair of seventy-five 

prints from John James Audubon’s ever-popular The Birds 

of America series. During Fiscal Year 2017, with funds from 

our William O. Taylor Art Preservation Fund, the Associates 

purchased oversized archival folders for all 534 of the BPL’s 

Audubon prints and large flat files to ensure their proper  

storage. Digitization of these stunning works of art is now 

completed and the full set of Audubon prints is expected to 

be online by the end of 2017.

INVENTORY

This year, the Rare Books and Manuscripts Department staff 

completed a department-wide inventory of all known BPL 

rare books to gain a better understanding of the Library’s 

holdings. The Associates contributed to this endeavor 

by funding Lauren Schott’s time spent on this important 

initiative. During the project, Lauren identified at least one 

previously unknown medieval manuscript, De Institutione 

Religiosorum, which was then electronically cataloged.

TRAINING

The Associates continued to fund professional development 

opportunities for the BPL’s Rare Books and Manuscript 

Department staff. This year, Conservation Officer Lauren 

Schott attended “History of European and American 

Papermaking” and Rare Books Curator Jay Moschella 

attended “Analytical Bibliography” at Rare Books School.  

In addition, the Associates underwrote travel and 

conference expenses for Chief of Collections Laura Irmscher 

and Preservation Manager Jessica Bitely to attend the 

Philadelphia-based Conservation Center for Art and 

Historic Artifacts workshop, “Into the Vault: Library and 

Archive Storage Strategies” and International Foundation 

for Cultural Property Protection’s “Security for Special 

Collection Librarians” workshop at Yale University.

LEFT: Early English primer, Thys prymer of Salisburye use is sett owght along wythowght ony serchyng (1533).  CENTER: Correspondence 

sent from Wilson Armistead in Leeds, England, to William Lloyd Garrison in Boston, Massachusetts, on November 11, 1853. The Leeds 

Anti-Slavery Association’s letterhead depicts an engraving of slaves kneeling in chains with the caption: “Am I not a man and a brother. 

Am I not a woman and a sister.”  RIGHT: Civil War–era 34-star American flag belonging to the 20th Massachusetts Regiment.



EXHIBITIONS

Two blockbuster exhibitions during Fiscal Year 2017 introduced 

the public to the Library’s peerless and seldom seen collections 

of Shakespeareana and medieval manuscripts.

The Associates helped the BPL prepare for its Shakespeare 

Unauthorized exhibition by providing critical funding 

over a period of two years for the curation, conservation, 

cataloging, and digitization of exceptional materials from 

the BPL’s Thomas Pennant Barton Collection. In addition, 

Associates-funded Conservation Officer Lauren Schott 

spent early parts of the year preparing for the exhibition, 

including building over 30 specialized mounts. From 

October 14, 2016 through March 31, 2017, 65,000 people 

visited this landmark exhibition, which pulled back the 

curtain on 400 years of collaboration, confusion, and 

literary deception that have surrounded the plays, poems, 

and life of William Shakespeare. Visitors viewed some of 

the rarest, most influential books in the English language 

and learned about the countless men and women who have 

made and remade the works of a literary icon. Through the 

pages of the books on display, the public was able to see 

the spelling of Shakespeare’s words as they would have 

been written and read by book lovers and theater-goers in 

Elizabethan and Jacobean England. 

From September 12, 2016 through January 16, 2017, the 

BPL participated in the largest exhibition of medieval and 

Renaissance manuscripts ever held in North America. 

A city-wide collaborative effort involving nineteen area 

institutions, Beyond Words: Illuminated Manuscripts in 

Boston Collections featured more than 260 rare books and 

manuscripts created between the ninth and seventeenth 

centuries. The Library contributed 36 medieval and early 

Renaissance manuscripts to this endeavor, most of which 

were conserved and/or cataloged with Associates funding 

during Fiscal Year 2016. These singular items were displayed 

at the exhibitions’ three venues: Harvard’s Houghton Library, 

Boston College’s McMullen Museum, and the Isabella Stewart 

Gardner Museum. After Harvard, the BPL was the largest 

lender of materials to this show. More than 50,000 visitors 

attended the exhibitions. Beyond Words can still be viewed 

on a dedicated website (http://beyondwords2016.org). 

RARE BOOKS DISCOVERY

When he was still an Associates-funded Rare Books  

and Manuscript Librarian, Jay Moschella discovered a 

unique seventeenth-century play, The Dutch Lady, in the 

Thomas Pennant Barton Collection during preparations  

for the Shakespeare Unauthorized exhibition. Although  

the manuscript wasn’t used in the exhibition, Jay’s 

cataloging work reintroduced the play to the world. The 

play had never been published, there are no records of  

contemporary play performances, and the BPL seems  

to hold the only known copy. Dr. Joe Stephenson, of  

Abilene Christian University, is now preparing a scholarly  

edition of the play, using the BPL’s digitized version  

LEFT: This small hornbook contains the alphabet, syllabary, and the Lord’s Prayer.  CENTER: Mr. William Shakespeares Comedies, Histories,  

and Tragedies Published According to the True Originall Copies, commonly known as The First Folio, was published in London in 1623.  

RIGHT: Anton Koberger printed a total of sixteen distinct editions of the Bible, fifteen of which were in Latin. This 1483 edition, Biblia 

Germanica, is the only one he issued in German. 



(http://archive.org/details/dutchladymanuscr00bart), which 

will be published in 2018. This summer The Dutch Lady 

was performed in Stratford-upon-Avon, Birmingham, and 

London—the first performances of this play in over 300 

years (if ever). 

WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM

For the past thirteen years, the Associates has provided 

an annual Writer-in-Residence fellowship for an emerging 

author writing for children or young adult audiences. Our 

thirteenth author, Lisa Rosinsky, was welcomed in September 

2016, and spent her residency writing Robin & Mariana. In 

June 2017, the Associates participated in “The Library Artist 

Residency” panel at the American Library Association’s 

Annual Conference to share our experiences with this program. 

Recent residency alumni have had an exciting year. Two 

debut novels written at the BPL were recently published: 

Annie Hartnett’s Rabbit Cake, published in March 2017, 

and Natalie Anderson’s City of Saints and Thieves, which 

came out in January 2017. The fellowship, funded by an 

anonymous donor and offering one of the largest stipends 

of its kind in the country, has been gaining greater visibility 

and media attention than ever before, with our writers’ 

works being lauded in Publisher’s Weekly and the New York 

Times’ Book Review. Anderson’s book was also optioned for 

a movie by Universal Studios.

PROGRAMMING AND EVENTS

In November 2016, the Associates hosted its popular 

Hundred-Year Retroactive Book Award of 1916 to weigh 

the enduring literary merits of bestsellers published in 1916. 

Contenders for the prize were Robert Frost’s Mountain 

Interval, Albert Einstein’s Relativity, and Margaret Sanger’s 

What Every Girl Should Know. The books were defended 

by former poet laureate Robert Pinsky, MIT Professor Alan 

Lightman, and WGBH’s Margery Eagan respectively. Author 

and Associates Board member Stona Fitch moderated the 

irreverent debate, after which the audience voted. What 

Every Girl Should Know was the winner of the Retroactive 

Book Award of 1916.

In late November 2016, Richard Pickering, Deputy Executive 

Director of Plimoth Plantation, presented “A Cry against 

Players: Pilgrims, Puritans and Shakespeare’s Wicked 

Stage,” an original one man show in which he explored the 

links between Shakespeare and America’s early colonists. 

The Puritans’ and Pilgrims’ aversion to stage plays has been 

so well documented that few people realize that there 

were direct connections between Shakespeare and the 

Plimoth colonists. Donning period costumes and assuming 

Hampshire and Nottinghamshire accents, Pickering 

transformed himself first into the theater-loving Stephen 

Hopkins (1581–1644) and then into the censorious Elder 

William Brewster (c. 1567–1644), demonstrating how much 

at odds those in the New World could be with one another, 

when evaluating the merits of the theater. This performance 

was sponsored by the Associates to enhance public 

awareness of Shakespeare Unauthorized. 

Also in conjunction with the opening of Shakespeare 

Unauthorized, the Associates hosted a small dinner at 

the Library with Stephen Greenblatt, Cogan University 

Professor of the Humanities at Harvard University, and 

author of twelve books, including Will in the World: How 

Shakespeare Became Shakespeare. Greenblatt’s remarks, 

“Resonance and Wonder,” explored why a seemingly 

“untutored” actor could have become a playwright of 

Shakespeare’s caliber, and provided insights into the role 

that typesetting has played in determining the ways in 

which the Bard’s plays have been interpreted. 

In April, the Associates hosted its 29th annual Literary 

Lights dinner honoring distinguished authors from the 

Northeast. The Honorable Margaret H. Marshall, the first 

female Chief Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Court, 

gave a stirring keynote address. This was followed by the 

presentation of Literary Lights awards to Kwame Anthony 

Appiah, Susan Faludi, Jane Kamensky, and Wally Lamb, 

by their peers Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Christopher Lydon, 

Jill Lepore, and Andre Dubus III, respectively. The event 

was emceed by Associates’ Chairman Vivian K. Spiro, and 

WGBH’s Arts and Culture Editor Jared Bowen.

LOOKING AHEAD

The year ahead promises to be more productive than ever 

before for the Associates and the BPL. Funding for a nearly 

$16 million Rare Books and Manuscripts Department capital 

project was included in Mayor Martin J. Walsh’s Fiscal Year 

2018 capital budget and approved by the City Council. 

This increase in the BPL budget will pay for substantial 

environmental and mechanical renovations to better regulate 

temperature and humidity control of the department’s 

collection storage areas, staff spaces, conservation lab, 

and public reading room. The capital project continues the 

BPL’s renewed commitment to improve intellectual control 

and custodianship of its Special Collections.

During Fiscal Year 2018 the Associates plans to fund the 

hiring of two additional Rare Books Catalogers, support a 

new project to inventory the BPL’s Photography Collection, 

and underwrite the digitization of highlights from the Print 

Department, including artwork by Henri de Toulouse-

Lautrec, Sir David Young Cameron, Alphonse Legros, M. C. 

Escher, Francisco Goya, and James Abbott McNeill Whistler. 



Treasurer’s Report for 2016-2017
DEAR FRIENDS,  

Thank you for your continued support and belief in the 

Associates of the Boston Public Library. Due to your generosity, 

during Fiscal Year 2017 the Associates was able to give our 

largest gift to date to the Boston Public Library. This gift of  

$450,000 was used to accomplish the work outlined in this report.

Financially, the Associates has two goals—to simultaneously 

underwrite conservation, cataloging, digitization, and 

exhibition of the Boston Public Library’s Special Collections, 

while also saving for the future so that preservation 

activities can continue at the BPL in perpetuity.

As of June 30, 2017, the Associates’ assets in cash and 

marketable securities totaled $5,272,500. This demonstrates 

tremendous growth over the last decade; in comparison on 

June 30, 2007 those same assets totaled $1,127,600.

During Fiscal Year 2017, the Associates raised $991,330 with-

out considering increases in the market. The total expenses 

for the year came to $680,860, including the gift to the Library. 

Some of the highlights from our fundraising efforts include:

• Literary Lights, the Associates’ annual black tie dinner 

that honors outstanding authors while raising money  

for the David McCullough Conservation Fund, William O.  

Taylor Art Preservation Fund, and the Associates’ 

Endowment Fund, grossed $458,800 and netted 

$382,900. This is the most ever raised in the course of the 

event’s 29 year history. Eighty-three percent of the event 

proceeds will support the Associates’ work.

• The fall Shakespeare dinner with Professor Stephen 

Greenblatt, raised $121,000 and netted $112,300.

• Our anonymous benefactor donated $200,000 as the 

second installment of a five-year million dollar grant via 

the Boston Foundation.

• Grant funding totaled $127,500, including funding for our 

Writer-in-Residence program.

• Other fundraising initiatives, including membership and 

the annual appeal, together raised $84,030.

The following two pie charts breakdown the Associates’ 

income and expenses for Fiscal Year 2017. The third chart 

illustrates the Associates’ total gift to the Boston Public 

Library over the last six years.

Respectfully, 

Anita Lincoln 
TREASURER, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ASSOCIATES OF THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY  

GIFTS TO THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

INCOME EXPENSES

Programs & Events
$589,600 / 44%

Membership, Donations & Grants
$401,730 / 30%

Investment Income
$350,890 / 26%

Programs & Events
$85,020 / 6%

Management & General
$44,580 / 3%

Staff Expenses
$101,210 / 8%

Conservation & 
Donations to BPL
$450,050 / 34%

Increase in Net Assets
$661,360 / 49%
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Get Involved

Please join the Associates, and help us to conserve and digitize the Boston Public Library’s 

Special Collections.

MEMBERSHIP
w I would like to join/renew my membership in the Associates  

 of the Boston Public Library. I know that my dues help to  

 support conservation, digitization, special programming, the  

 Associates office, and more. 

 Membership Categories (Circle):  

 Friend ($50) | Associate ($100) | Sustainer ($250) 

 Patron ($500) | Benefactor ($1,000)

DONATION

I would like to make a contribution of $ ________ to:

w The David McCullough Conservation Fund—Dedicated to 

conserving, cataloging, digitizing, and exhibiting the historic, 

literary, and cultural treasures in the BPL’s Special Collections. 

w The William O. Taylor Art Preservation Fund—Dedicated 

to conserving, cataloging, digitizing, and exhibiting the BPL’s 

collections of prints, drawings, photographs, and works of art. 

w The Associates Endowment Fund—Dedicated to ensuring  

 preservation activities can continue at the BPL in perpetuity.

w Associates programming

w Associates operations 

w Area of greatest need 

INFORMATION

Please keep me informed about:

w Upcoming Associates’ activities and events

w How I can get involved

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE

EMAIL

w	I am enclosing a check, payable to:  

 Associates of the Boston Public Library

w	I will pay online via www.TheAssociates.org

w	Please charge my MasterCard, Visa or American Express (circle): 

CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION

Please mail to:  

Associates of the Boston Public Library 

700 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02116

Membership dues and donations to the Associates are fully  

tax deductible. Our Federal Tax ID Number is: 04-2900822.

Thank you for your support! 

The Associates’ mission is to ensure  

continued public access to the Boston  

Public Library’s irreplaceable treasures by  

underwriting their cataloging, repair,  

restoration, digitization, and exhibition.

RIGHT: This Latin lectionary was produced at the Benedictine Abbey of St. Allyre in Clermont, France. The book is one of the oldest 

codices in New England, dating to the early 10th century.  BACK COVER: Johann Mentelin printed this rare Latin Bible in Strasbourg in 

ca. 1460. It is the second Bible printed with moveable type, and one of the earliest books produced via modern typographic printing 

overall. Shown here is a hand-painted “puzzle initial” adorning the text.
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For more information, please contact:

Associates of the Boston Public Library

700 Boylston Street 

Boston, MA 02116

(617) 536-3886 
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