
   
 

   
 

Associates of the Boston Public Library 

Writer-In-Residence Applicant FAQs 

 

1. Question: Why is this fellowship only for writers of children’s and young adult 
literature? 

Answer: The grant was founded with the mission of encouraging young readers’ 
imaginations. It seeks to draw attention to the importance of authors and the essential role 
they perform in nurturing developing minds and furthering our culture. 

2. Question: Does my writing sample have to be from my proposed novel/project, or 
can I submit other examples to demonstrate my writing ability? 

Answer: The writing sample must be from the proposed work. 

3. Question: Applicants aren’t supposed to have published before, but I once 
published a short book of poems for adult readers ten years ago. Does this disqualify 
me? 

Answer: The fellowship is intended for an emerging writer passionate about becoming a 
children’s author. If you believe your publication history to be minimal and unconnected to 
children’s/YA book creation, you may apply. Please note that the judges may give preference 
to an unpublished writer of merit. 

4. Question: The application says not to “include any identifying biographical 
information,” but in my proposal may I discuss the way my identity and experiences 
have motivated my story? 

Answer: Absolutely. Identifying biographical information primarily refers to your name. 
You are welcome to write about your life experiences, culture, upbringing, work, etc., but the 
body of your proposal should not contain such specific details about you that a reader might 
learn who you are. 

5. Question: Should my writing sample begin at the beginning of my novel or project? 

Answer: This is not a requirement. Submit whichever piece of writing you feel the judges 
will find irresistible. Don’t confuse them, however, by jumping into a part of the story that 
needs a lot of context. Many of our applicants do submit their opening pages.  

6. Question: I have only a vague idea of what’s going to happen in the middle and at 
the end of my novel. How detailed does the outline in the proposal need to be? 

Answer: Assure the judges that you know how to plot a novel or structure a piece of 
nonfiction, a short story collection, etc. If you are writing fiction, does your protagonist act 
with agency in your climax and change in some way? If you are writing nonfiction, have you 
ordered your ideas logically and engagingly? 

Some applicants submit a hierarchical outline with headings and subheadings, and some 
submit narrative outlines. Either form is fine. For picture book submissions that are inclusive 
of the entire story, no outline is necessary. 



   
 

   
 

7. Question: If I have a complete draft of a project that I’m still hoping to revise, does 
that count as a work that I intend to “complete” during the residency? May I apply 
with it? 

Answer: Yes. 

8. Question: It seems that a lot of the winners write young adult fiction. Can a middle-
grade novel or a story for younger readers win? 

Answer: Yes. Every year the finalists write for a wide range of child readers. We have had 
winners in many genres. 

9. Question: Can a “quiet” novel win? 

Answer: Yes. Many beloved children’s classics, new and old, are “quiet” yet profound 
stories. Keep in mind that the judges are looking for a project that will sell successfully to a 
publisher. If your project is at the intersection of creativity and commerce, you are a strong 
contender. 

10. Question: May I use AI (artificial intelligence) anywhere in my application—e.g., to 
generate artwork for a picture book text? 

Answer: No. You may not use AI in your application anywhere. 

11. Question: May I collaborate with another writer and submit a project jointly? 

Answer: No. You must be the sole creator of your work. 

12. Question: If I applied unsuccessfully in previous years with a writing project, should 
I apply with it again? 

Answer: Many of our winners applied multiple times before they won! If you apply 
unsuccessfully three times with the same project, you may want to try a new project. 

13. Question: I can’t find three recommenders who can speak to my creative writing! 

Answer: Show us that you are serious about being a writer by sharing your creative work with 
others—colleagues, friends, former instructors, writing group members—and asking them to 
serve as references. 

14. Question: Am I eligible for the residency if I have a work permit?  

Answer: Unfortunately, this opportunity is only available for US citizens or green card holders 
at this time. 

15. Do you have residency requirements? Does the residency include health insurance? 

Answer: You must be present in the Boston Public Library's Central Library in Copley Square 
for nineteen hours every week during your fellowship tenure. You may make this commitment 
work by relocating to the Boston/New England area if you are not already a resident or by 
commuting from a farther distance. The residency does not include payment of health insurance, 
travel costs or reimbursement for relocation. 

 
16. Question: The application says that applicants aren’t allowed to collaborate, but if I am 
writing a graphic novel script (or picture book text, etc.), won’t I eventually be 
collaborating with an artist? Am I expected to create the art myself? 



   
 

   
 

  
Answer: Applicants are not permitted to co-author a project during the residency. If a writer 
completes a graphic novel script as their residency project, they will likely go through a 
submission process and, with luck, sell their script to a publishing house. It is the publisher who 
will select and hire the artist for the graphic novel. Yes, there will be an eventual collaboration 
but not one that takes place during the residency. 

 

 


