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The Associates of the 
Boston Public Library 
is an independent 
nonprofit dedicated 
to preserving and 
promoting the historic, 
literary, and artistic 
treasures of the Boston 
Public Library through 
targeted grantmaking 
and cultural events. 
By expanding access 
to these collections, 
the Associates ensure 
that present and future 
generations, in Boston 
and beyond, continue to 
be informed and inspired.

FRONT COVER: Daguerreotype of 
abolitionist Maria Weston Chapman  
from 1843. Chapman is a central  
character in the 2025 Pierce Performance 
Series: A Revelation of Character. 
LEFT: This 1984 photograph of John 
Updike is part of the Library’s new 
acquisition of Literary Portraits by  
Yousuf Karsh. Karsh would later describe 
his first meeting with the author saying,  
“He playfully spoke of the spirits abiding  
in older houses.” This collection was gifted 
to the BPL by Karsh’s widow, Estrellita 
Karsh, in honor of former Chair of the 
Associates Board, Peter R. V. Brown. 

Message From Our Board Chair
During the past year, the Associates of the 
Boston Public Library saw transformative 
change. In these chaotic times, our work 
to support the Library has become ever 
more urgent. The Associates is dedicated 
to preserving our collective history, funding 
work that breathes new life into items in BPL’s 
Special Collections so that they can tell us 
their unique stories. Everyone should be able 
to come to the Library to discover voices from 
our past, and — in them — find inspiration for 
who we can become. 

The Associates forged several new partnerships this year, creating 
new opportunities to engage with the Library’s collections. We were 
proud to work in tandem with the Boston Symphony Orchestra and 
the BPL to present Celebrating Conductor Serge Koussevitzky’s 
Legacy, our 2024 Pierce Performance. The Associates also sponsored 
Special Collections’ internships for students at North Bennet Street 
School and Simmons University, allowing for important conservation 
and archival work to be conducted while providing real world 
experience to young people. 

During the year, we were saddened by the passing of former 
Associates’ Board member and Writer-in-Residence Program Chair, 
Alan Andres. He touched everyone he met with his prodigious 
intellect, his charming wit, and his bottomless kindness. He leaves 
behind a lasting legacy, not only at the Associates, but within the 
broader writing community he spent decades nurturing.  

Finally, we began the search for our first new Executive Director in 
fourteen years after saying goodbye to Louisa Bissett as she moves 
on to new challenges. We expect hiring to be complete by early 
2026 and look forward to sharing that news with all of you. 

The Associates, thanks to our loyal and generous donors, remain 
committed to providing critical funding to preserve the history that 
is so crucial to understanding our nation and our world today. We are 
proud of our commitment of $1,216,521 to the Library in the FY2025 
fiscal year, expanding its capacity and increasing the number of 
staff who steward these awe-inspiring historic collections. On the 
following pages you can learn more about how the staff care for 
the over three million items in Special Collections, preserving them 
physically while connecting the public to them, and all the stories 
they have to tell.

With my gratitude and that of the entire Board of Directors,

Alyce J. Lee 
CHAIR OF THE BOARD  
ASSOCIATES OF THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 



ABOVE: Living in Music: Serge Koussevitzky and the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra display highlighting his critical impact on Boston’s classical music life. 
LEFT: Hands-on History: Conservation Stories from the Boston Public Library 
display detailing the art and science of preserving the library’s treasures. 

8,327 
people visited  
Special Collections 
during the year

3,701,039 
BPL items viewed  
on Internet Archive

2,111 
reference questions were 
answered by Special 
Collections staff, providing 
access to those who cannot 
physically visit the BPL

784,627 
BPL items viewed on  
Digital Commonwealth 

32 
public programs  
were held with 

2,447 
attendees, doubling  
the previous year

777 
research appointments 
were hosted in the  
Special Collections, 
providing access to

2,481 
rare and historic materials 

7,140,660 
BPL items viewed on 
Wikimedia Commons

“	The collection you have is unbelievably rich, and it will change the course of my  
work. I am writing a book, and all of the data I have collected thus far, from my own 
collection and other sources, will pale in comparison to the holdings at the BPL. ”
— SPECIAL COLLECTIONS PATRON

115,347 
new BPL digital items 
uploaded to Internet Archive 
and Digital Commonwealth

Building Bridges to the Library’s Treasures 
through Digitization 

ABOVE: Curator of Modern Books 
and Manuscripts Viv Williams 
leads a class from Wellesley 
College while examining the BPL’s 
collection of Haitian manuscripts. 

Connecting the Public to the Collections New BPL Acquisition

This rare limited 1979 
edition of Herman 
Melville’s Moby Dick is 
illustrated and engraved 
by Barry Moser and 
published by Arion Press 
in San Francisco. 

“	BPL’s Special Collections  
is so welcoming, the  
staff so helpful, the 
collections so rich, this  
is already one of my  
favorite places to work  
and I’m busy figuring  
out times to come back  
and work here more. ”
— SPECIAL COLLECTIONS PATRON

10
full-time Associates-funded 
Library staff positions
•	 Lead Curator of the Arts

•	 Curator of Music

•	 Curator of Photography

•	 Curator of Modern  
Books and Manuscripts  
(hired in February 2025)

•	 Lead Archivist

•	 Archivist

•	 Conservation Officer

•	 Rare Book and Manuscripts 
Cataloger

•	 Metadata Cataloger I

•	 Digital Imaging Production 
Assistant (hired in July 2025)

2 
Associates-funded 
internships 
•	 Conservation Intern from 

North Bennet Street School

•	 Archives Intern from  
Simmons University

2 
Associates-funded 
fellowships fostering 
scholarship in and  
around the BPL’s  
Special Collections
•	 Surfacing Overlooked Stories 

•	 Telling Boston Stories

1 
Associates-funded contractor
•	 Fragile Materials Photographer 

who imaged 35 items from  
Rare Books 

$110,000 
invested in the BPL’s 
Founding Research 
Collection Initiative  
final year of phase 2 

2 
Special Collections 
lobby displays attracting 
thousands of visitors 

The Associates’ grant continued consistent 
funding for vital Library staff positions protecting 
our collected history at the Library.  

Impact

$1,216,521
committed to  
the Library during  
July 1, 2024 — 
June 30, 2025 

BPL’s Special 
Collections:  
A Year in Review 
by the Numbers 



VIV WILLIAMS, CURATOR OF MODERN BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS

“	Through the description 
remediation we completed  
on the Haitian manuscripts, 
we were able to help preserve 
the personhood of the 
individuals named in these 
records. Instead of forcing 
researchers to sift through 
estate or financial documents 
of enslavers in hopes of 
finding someone, they can  
now search by name in many cases. I hope  
this work helps make the process of researching 
the histories of enslaved individuals less 
dehumanizing — especially for Black and Brown 
researchers, for whom this work can be deeply 
personal and emotionally taxing. ”

Since arriving at the Library in February, Viv has begun  
the research phase of a multiple year project to catalog  
the remaining Anti-Slavery archives and related items, 
creating a single point of online public access to this 
historically critical collection. Her research around gifts 
to the Library by the families of William Lloyd Garrison, 
Samuel J. May, the Weston Sisters, David and Lydia Maria 
Child, and others uncovered an additional 65 manuscripts 
from abolitionist Maria Weston Chapman and her sisters. 
These letters reveal the complex nature of the social 
movement and its leaders’ relationships with one another. 
This history would have remained undiscovered without 
Viv’s curatorial work. She has also undertaken retrospective 
cataloging of the Library’s Haitian manuscript collection, 
shedding light on more forgotten voices from our past. 
By using this smaller collection as a test model, Viv is 
developing a systemic strategy for the Library to accurately 
and respectfully describe these historic, but often 
problematic, items making them increasingly available  
for study and research. 

LUCRETIA BASKIN, RARE BOOKS & MANUSCRIPTS CATALOGER

“	I am proud of the work I do describing collections 
here at BPL because it helps safeguard rare and 
sometimes unique items for future generations. ”

It is not enough for a library to hold 
a collection of important books and 
manuscripts, it is critical that those 
items can be located and accessed 
by the members of the public who 
want to learn from them. Lucretia’s 
role is to ensure that the vast and 
rich rare book collection at the BPL 
is accurately described, making it 
easily discoverable by the public. 
Her detailed re-cataloguing of 

the Freedman photo album is an example of a critically 
important component of that item’s preservation, 
digitization, and exhibition. Lucretia’s work requires a deep 
dive into the items already in the Library’s collections, 
teasing out previously unknown information, connections, 
and stories. While researching potential new acquisitions  
for the BPL, Lucretia discovered that the library not only 
has a copy of the printed pledge box for the Massachusetts 
Anti-Slavery Society, but seven metal printing plates which 
were only identified on physical catalog cards. The plates 
are all slightly different, each with a unique story to tell. 
More importantly, they are now cataloged online for anyone 
in the world with an interest to discover. 

“	Greater Boston has an incredibly rich history of abolitionist and anti-slavery activity that is very well-
represented in the BPL collections. It is a vital repository of materials for any researcher working on any 
number of topics in the nineteenth century, given the wide-ranging impact of abolitionism during this  
period. In short, the BPL collections allow the full story of the nineteenth century to be told. ”
— SPECIAL COLLECTIONS PATRON

ILYON WOO — LITERARY SPOTLIGHT

“	Your work is completely essential… these  
sources are the foundation of storytelling,  
the foundation of history. ”

During this year’s Literary SPOTLight, author of Pulitzer-
prize winning Master Slave Husband Wife Ilyon Woo shared 
her experience conducting research in the BPL’s Special 
Collections for her book about Ellen and William Crafts’ 
escape from slavery. She started her research during the 
pandemic, which would not have been possible without 
the digitization of the BPL’s cache of Anti-Slavery letters. 
Ilyon was deeply moved by the Crafts’ story, told in their 
own words in Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom and 
their letters to Boston abolitionists such as William Lloyd 
Garrison. Ilyon’s in-person visits to the Special Collections 
Reading Room allowed her to expand upon her online 
research. A pivotal moment was her electrifying discovery 
of an incredibly rare letter written by Ellen Craft, detailing 
how she strove for freedom by learning to read and write.

MARY FRENCH, CONSERVATION OFFICER

“	The work that I do helps patrons use cultural 
heritage materials that might otherwise not be 
available to them, and it’s particularly moving to  
see visitors light up with excitement when they 
touch a piece of history for the first time. ”

Mary’s work preserves the physical 
evidence of history so that the public 
can have moments of discovery 
in the collections. Conservation is 
frequently required to prepare items 
throughout the Special Collections 
for digitization and display, as well 
as to stabilize an item for the public 
to access in the Reading Room. Last 
year, she worked on rare and fragile 
items that spanned the ages, from a 

15th century scroll documenting Julius Caesar’s lineage to 
the more contemporary Our Bodies, Ourselves pamphlets. 
Sometimes, Mary’s work leads to its own discoveries. 
While preparing a rare photo album from the Anti-Slavery 
Collection for digitization and display, a rich cache of 
names, places, and dates was found under the mattings — 
information which would have been lost to time if not for her 
work. Now digitized with the new information captured in 
the description by the Special Collections team, this highly 
requested item can be easily found and accessed online. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Ilyon Woo holding the BPL’s edition of  
The Underground Railroad, a critical resource for Master 
Slave Husband Wife. BELOW RIGHT: The BPL’s rare edition  
of The Underground Railroad, treated by Conservation  
Intern Annie Ujifusa. Ilyon Woo noted this book’s importance 
to her research.  

ABOVE: Mary French 
preparing the Photograph 
Album of Teachers of the 
New England Freedman’s 
& Union Commission to 
be digitized. RIGHT: A 
photograph of Nora Kemp, 
one of the 87 images in the 
highly requested album that 
documents the Freedmen’s 
Aid Society of New England.  

ABOVE: The printing plates 
for the Massachusetts Anti-
Slavery Society pledge 
box are housed in a special 
storage tray. RIGHT: This 
yellow pledge box from the 
Massachusetts Anti-Slavery 
Collections was used by the 
organization and abolitionist, 
Maria Weston Chapman,  
to raise funds to support  
the cause. 



KRISTIN PARKER, LEAD CURATOR OF THE ARTS

“	By building strong relationships and trust with  
our audiences and stakeholders, we lay the 
foundation for deeper engagement and increased 
use of our collections. ”

As Lead Curator of the Arts, Kristin’s 
work has focused intensively on 
creating descriptions and modern 
access points to the BPL’s incredibly 
rich art collections. The public can 
now more easily find and enjoy the 
impressive works of art held by the BPL, 
with artworks ranging from traditional 
paintings and sculptures to the more 
obscure dioramas. This year, Special 
Collections embarked on creating 

its first large-scale exhibition of its collections: Revolution! 
250 Years of Art & Activism in Boston, with Kristin leading 
curatorial efforts across departments. She also developed 
and hosted a series of three hybrid workshops: printmaking, 
papermaking and mark making — each led by artists who  
have work represented within the Special Collections such  
as Bob Tomolillo, Drew Cameron and Yuri Shimojo. 

 

AARON SCHMIDT, CURATOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY

“	Being able to provide easy access to the previously undiscoverable images from the John B. Sanromá  
Collection feels like such a big win. With easy online access to the images, countless people will feel the  
spark of discovery that I feel almost every time I take a box off the shelf and open it. ”

As Curator of Photography, Aaron 
builds bridges from the BPL’s images to  
the public — prioritizing identification,  
digitization, and access. He spent a 
large portion of this year, helping to 
curate the Revolution! 250 Years of 
Art & Activism in Boston exhibition. 
He strengthened the BPL collections 
by acquiring images taken by Yoav 
Horesh and Salvatore “Sal” Lopes. He 
also worked in collaboration with artist 

Toni Pepe, providing special access to the BPL’s photography 
collections that deal with women and gender issues. Her 
creation of original work utilized the BPL’s photographs to 
provide layers of meaning to fraught images of women’s 
objectification. These pieces are now part of the Library’s 
collections for the researchers to access, after being on exhibit. 

Aaron’s curatorial work is often collaborative in nature. 
While working to treat and transpose negatives of Boston 
photographer John B. Sanromá, Curator of Music Jared Rex 
identified and exhibited incredibly rare images of Serge 
Koussevitzky conducting. With the ultimate goal to provide 
free online access to the images, Monica Chin created the 
metadata describing these photographs so that the public 
can experience this unique view of Boston’s musical and 
cultural history.  

EVE NEIGER, LEAD ARCHIVIST

“	Making the inaccessible accessible motivates me and is at the heart of our department’s mission.  
With each collection that gets used, and every interaction with a researcher, we show our users what 
archives are, what can be found in them, and the stories they tell. ”

Eve and her team of three BPL 
archivists care for and provide 
access to the BPL’s over 500 archival 
collections that document the 
lives of writers and artists, Boston 
businesses and organizations, 
and the histories and stories of 
our communities. A nationally 
recognized expert in archival 
processing, Eve applies these skills 
directly to the Library’s holdings, 

reactivating collections to share our history with the world. 
Much like the Conservation staff, the Archives team works 
on collections across departments, helping to create 
detailed finding aids and inventories for collections from the 
Anti-Slavery Collection to the Music Collections, all with the 
goal of allowing the public to better discover historic items. 
The team’s years of work retrospectively cataloging and 
stabilizing has significantly increased public usage, both in 
person in the BPL and in reference questions submitted by 
offsite patrons. Using “Reading Room Readiness” strategies, 
patrons can now safely access and study items that before 
would be impossible to handle, including unrolled rare and 
fragile architectural drawings. 

MARGARET PEACHY, ARCHIVIST

“	Access is at the core of my work and it drives 
every decision I make at the BPL. I am delighted 
to know that all the behind-the-scenes work 
translates to a researcher gaining meaningful 
access to specific items in our collections faster 
and with less intervention. ”

Margaret has dedicated much of her 
time this year to working to make the 
items in the Library’s architectural 
collections more available to the 
public, prioritizing access whenever 
possible. Working alongside Eve, she 
spent hundreds of hours stabilizing 
and rehousing drawings and plans 
from such well-known architectural 
firms as Cram & Ferguson, Peabody 
& Stearns, and Maginnis & Walsh. 

The Library holds thousands of rolled architectural plans, 
meticulously detailed and hand drawn renderings of historic 
buildings in Boston and beyond. Cleaning, rehousing, and 
placing them within special honeycombed rolls will give 
these items new life so that they can inform and inspire for 
many years to come. Margaret’s efforts have reactivated 
collections which had been unattended for years.  

ABOVE: Eve preparing 
architectural plans in the 
Archives Processing Room 
for a patron to use in the 
Special Collections Reading 
Room. RIGHT: Neatly 
rehoused architecture rolls 
from the Cram & Ferguson 
architectural records in 
new Associates-funded 
honeycombed tube shelving.

“	The BPL Special Collections are amazing even in this one single focus and a gift to future generations.  
[I] found Margaret Peachy’s very useful Peabody & Stearns finding aid (kudos) which made the  
information digestible for a non-academic doing library searches… It’s quite remarkable that these  
drawings may have not been viewed in more than 125 years. ” 
— SPECIAL COLLECTIONS PATRON

ABOVE: Margaret at work in the Old Fine Arts Reading 
Room collecting data on the sizes of the rolled architectural 
plans in the Peabody & Stearns architectural drawings.

ABOVE RIGHT: Bob Tomolillo’s 2020 print Boston Massacre 
Reboot alongside its inspiration, Paul Revere’s 1770 engraving 
(BELOW RIGHT). These two items from the Special Collections 
are showcased in the BPL’s Revolution! 250 Years of Art & 
Activism in Boston exhibition.

ABOVE: John Sanromá’s photograph taken from the 
orchestra’s vantage point of Serge Koussevitzky joyfully 
conducting. The Sanromá images will be available on the 
Digital Commonwealth in late 2025.



6TH PIERCE PERFORMANCE:  
SERGE KOUSSEVITZKY’S LEGACY
Held in collaboration with the Boston Symphony  
Orchestra and the Boston Public Library, the Pierce  
Performance Series celebrated the 150th anniversary  
of legendary conductor Serge Koussevitzky’s birth  
and the 100th anniversary of his appointment as  
BSO Music Director. Serge Koussevitzky was a 
transformative force in American music, elevating  
the Boston Symphony Orchestra to prominence, 
championing music education, and commissioning 
innovative works that significantly shaped 20th-century 
symphonic music. During the three-day presentation, 
the public was treated to both talks by experts and 
performances by the BSO musicians that highlighted 
Koussevitzky’s life as both a double bassist  
and conductor.

ALAN ANDRES — IN MEMORIAM 
In April of this year, we were saddened by the passing  
of our very dear friend and colleague Alan Andres.  
For almost three decades, Alan was a truly integral  
part of all aspects of the Associates’ work. For every  
task he undertook he brought his prodigious intellect,  
his encyclopedic knowledge, and — most important  
of all — his boundless kindness. He served over twenty  
years as Clerk of the Associates’ Board of Directors,  
but more importantly, he was the long-time Chair of our 
Writer-in-Residence Program. In this role, Alan nurtured 
emerging writers and developed the residency into a 
nationally renowned fellowship. He will be deeply missed 
not only by his colleagues on the Associates’ Board,  
our organization’s current and former staff, and all of  
the writers whose lives he touched through this work,  
but also by the broader community of authors and 
publishers in Boston and beyond where he was seen  
as a true literary light.

 

WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE
In October, the Associates welcomed our 20th Writer- 
in-Residence to the Boston Public Library and celebrated  
the two decades of the residency with a very special 
program. Our audience was treated first to a reading  
by the newest writer Yssis Cano-Santiago from her 
manuscript proposal for A Hypochondriac’s Guide to  
Love. That was followed by a reading by Danielle Emerson 
of her completed manuscript Shíghandí Ba’ Halne’: The 
Stories of Home and her presentation of the document to 
Boston Public Library President David Leonard for inclusion 
in the Library’s Special Collections. Finally, our audience 
heard a very special talk by renowned and award-winning 
author Lois Lowry. The evening proved the perfect way to 
inaugurate the third decade of the program.

To date over 80 books have either been published  
or are forthcoming from the Associates’ former  
Writers-in-Residence.

LEFT: 2023-24 Writer-in-Residence Danielle Emerson,  
author Lois Lowry, and 2024-2025 Writer-in-Residence  
Yssis Cano-Santiago at the Reading and Celebration,  
marking twenty years of the nationally renowned program. 

MONICA CHIN, METADATA CATALOGER

“	I believe the work I do describing Boston Public 
Library’s digital treasures is essential. The items are 
so varied and interesting that it really showcases 
the breadth and depth of our collections to the 
entire world. I love that, in the space of one year,  
I was able to create metadata not only for the 
work of an imaginative and innovative artist like 
Tom Grabosky, but also for the world-famous 
portrait photographer Yousuf Karsh. It really  
makes me proud to be a part of this library. ” 

Monica’s description of digitized 
items, or metadata, ensures that 
everyone around the world can find 
books, photographs, manuscripts, 
and more online, providing either 
the information they seek or simply 
inspiration. Without Monica’s 
specialized work, the public would 
not be able to search and find the 
Library’s prints from Francisco de 
Goya, photographs by Yousuf Karsh 
and Leslie Jones, or the artwork of 
Tom Grabosky. 

JARED REX, CURATOR OF MUSIC

“	I am extremely grateful to the Associates of Boston Public Library for fully supporting and producing  
the 2024 Pierce Performance Series in honor of Serge Koussevitzky. Collaborating with the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra and the Associates on this unique initiative was a dream come true, and this 
opportunity allowed hundreds of patrons — both old and new — to engage with our rich music collections  
in a meaningful way. ”

Jared saw the culmination of 
years of work in the celebration of 
conductor Serge Koussevitzky. The 
cataloging, digitization and display 
of the BPL’s Koussevitzky collection 
took center stage for audiences who 
learned about Koussevitzky’s pivotal 
role in American music history. The 
conductor’s personal library was 
gifted by his widow Olga after his 
death, because he spent a large 

amount of time in the Library which is “free-to-all.” Jared’s 
work to preserve, protect, and promote the Koussevitzky 
collection only focused on a small section of the Library’s 
overall music holdings. Throughout the year, Jared also 
surveyed the Library’s materials originating pre-1821 in 
preparation for another anniversary celebration. He has 
discovered rich holdings of 19th century Boston music 
publishers including Von Hagens and will undertake a 
retrospective cataloging next year, bringing this incredible 
musical legacy at the Library to the public to discover, 
study, and enjoy. 

“	Your (Gerald Leslie) Brockhurst collection  
is essential to my research, it is arguably  
the most significant collection of works held  
by an institution in America. ” 
— SPECIAL COLLECTIONS PATRON

RIGHT: Associates-
funded Curator of Music, 
Jared Rex, presents at 
Koussevitzky, Innovator  
the Pierce Performance  
on October 15, 2024  
before a performance 
by Boston Symphony 
Orchestra’s musicians 
(ABOVE). 

LEFT: Leslie Brockhurst’s 
Head of a Young Woman 
from the BPL’s collection. 



HUNDRED YEAR BOOK DEBATE OF 1925
On March 4, the Associates presented the Hundred Year 
Book Debate of 1925, pitting three of the most renowned 
works from that year up against each other in a light-
hearted contest. This year the three books and their 
presenters were: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
presented by author and former publishing executive  
Betsy Groban; Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf presented  
by reporter and author Hank Phillippi Ryan; and The Trial  
by Franz Kafka presented by critic and novelist James 
Wood. When the votes from the audience present in  
the library and those watching the program on-line were 
tallied, Mrs. Dalloway came from behind to edge out  
The Great Gatsby.

LITERARY LIGHTS
The Associates 35th annual Literary Lights was held on 
April 27, 2025 at the Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel. The  
sold-out ballroom heard from a variety of highly respected 
and popular authors across a number of genres while 
enjoying a wonderful meal with others who prize both 
libraries and literature.  

Honored during the evening were:

•	 David Grann, whose works include Killers of the Flower 
Moon and The Wager, presented by Nathaniel Philbrick;

•	 Elin Hilderbrand, author of more than 30 novels,  
most set on the island of Nantucket, presented by 
Meredith Goldstein; 

•	 Curtis Sittenfeld, author of Prep, The Man of My  
Dreams, and American Wife among others, presented  
by Tom Perrotta;

•	 and Ilyon Woo, Pulitzer Prize winner for her work  
Master Slave Husband Wife presented by Caleb Gayle.

The evening’s keynote speaker was Elizabeth Strout, 
Pulitzer Prize winning author of Olive Kitteridge presented 
by Richard Russo. 

In addition to receiving their awards, the evening’s  
Literary Lights spoke forcefully and movingly about  
the importance of both libraries as repositories of 
knowledge and literature as a pathway to truth telling,  
often eliciting heartfelt audience applause.  

At the end of evening it was announced that 2026’s  
Literary Lights would take place on April 26 and  
that it would feature as the keynote Wicked author  
Gregory Maguire.

 

ABOVE LEFT: A photo of Martin Luther King, Jr. at the April 23, 1965 Freedom Rally in Boston from the Boston Herald 
Traveler Photo Morgue Collection. ABOVE RIGHT: Our Bodies, Our Selves: a course by and for women, from 1973.  
BELOW LEFT: Vanessa Redgrave drawn by courtroom sketch artist Joseph Connolly. BELOW RIGHT: El sueño de la razon 
produce monstruos (The sleep of reason produces monsters) Etching by Francisco de Goya.

Images From Digital Collections

ABOVE: Literary Lights co-chairs Karen Osborn and Natalie 
Lemle address the audience. RIGHT: David Grann receives  
his award from Nathaniel Philbrick.



Treasurer’s Report for 2024 — 2025

DEAR FRIENDS,

Thank you for your continued commitment to, and support for, the Associates of the  
Boston Public Library. I am happy to summarize the unaudited financials for Fiscal Year  
2025, ending June 30.

FY2025 represents the fifth year in a row that the 
Associates has granted the BPL well over one million 
dollars, with our grant to the library this year of 
$1,216,521. These funds were used to accomplish  
the very impressive volume of work outlined in  
this annual report.

The bar graph on the right shows our grants to  
the BPL over the last six years totaling $6,328,312.  
Thank you for your continuing generosity!

During the past year, the Associates raised a total 
of $1,279,751 from donations, events and interest 
and dividends on investments. We also benefited 
from $838,256 in realized and unrealized gains 
on investments. Finally, in the course of the year 
restrictions on gifts totaling $1,336,791 were  
met and the funds became available for release.  
In this same period, we spent a total of $733,697  
on administrative and fundraising expenses. 

At the end of FY2025, the Associates’ net assets 
were $11,781,004, an increase of $167,785 over the 
previous fiscal year end. It was as a result of our 
donors remarkable generosity and the careful 
stewardship of our assets that we were able to 
increase our holdings while providing one of the 
largest grants in our history to support the critical 
work being done in the Boston Public Library’s 
Special Collections.

Respectfully,

C.F. Stone III 
TREASURER

With deepest gratitude to our generous donors whose  
support propels the Associates and the BPL’s Special Collections 
throughout the year.

DONORS FROM JULY 1, 2024 — JUNE 30, 2025

$100,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous

$50,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous

$25,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Grew Family Charitable Foundation
Moses Williams, Jr. Charitable 

Foundation
Karen Osborn | Re-Stream

$15,000 AND ABOVE
Baupost Group
Eastern Bank | Cambridge Trust 

Wealth Management
Patricia Hambrick and  

Harry W. Wilcox III
Elizabeth B. Johnson
Alyce and Patrick Lee |  

Trinity Financial 
Natalie and Jake Lemle
MathWorks 
Nutter, McClennen & Fish LLP

$10,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Joseph Berman and Sharon Cantor
Sarah Biller and Dean Gekas
Liane and Paul Davis |  
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ABOVE: This stained-glass study required Associates-funded Conservation Officer, Mary French’s expert care to re-adhere  
the loose components before a patron could safely handle and study the item in the Special Collections Reading Room. 

@AssociatesBPL


