
Associates of the Boston Public Library
Picture Book Writer Fellowship Applicant FAQs

	 •	 Q: If I have already applied to the Writer-in-Residence Fellowship this year, may I 
apply to the Picture Book Writer Fellowship?

A: No. You may only apply to one Associates writing fellowship per year.

	 •	 Q: I’ve written the text for a picture book. I can’t draw at all, but I have a clear idea 
of how the placement of illustrations will affect the layout and pacing of my picture 
book. What do I do?

A: Feel free to include instructions to a potential illustrator throughout your text e.g., 
“Illustration of sunrise here.” 

	 •	 Q: Should I include intended page breaks in my picture book manuscript?

A: You may submit a paginated picture book manuscript, but it is not a requirement.

	 •	 Q: I am currently writing two picture books. May I apply once with each?

A: No. You may apply once per year with a single project of your choosing.

	 •	 Q: In my proposal may I discuss the style of art I envision for my project?

A: You can certainly mention it, but the judges are evaluating your text.

	 •	 Q: May I collaborate with another writer and submit a project jointly?

A: No. You must be the sole creator of your work.

	 •	 Q: If I win, will the Associates help me find an artist for my project?

A: No. Once a project is complete, the fellowship recipient is welcome to submit it 
independently to literary agencies to secure representation. The literary agent, in turn, 
would sell the manuscript to a publishing house, and it is the publisher who would select 
and hire the artist to complete the work. Being an Associates of the Boston Public Library 
fellowship recipient, however, may elevate your profile and make you more appealing to 
agents and publishers.

	 •	 Q: I can’t find three recommenders who can speak to my creative writing!

A: Show us that you are serious about being a writer by sharing your creative work with 
others—colleagues, friends, former instructors, writing group members—and asking 
them to serve as references.
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	 •	 Q: Am I eligible for the fellowship if I have a work permit?

A: Unfortunately, this opportunity is only available for US citizens or green card holders 
living in New England at this time.


